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About CaSE

The campaign for Science & Engineering (CaSE) is the 

leading independent advocate for science and 

engineering in the UK.

Pallab Ghosh, BBC

“CaSE is an invaluable resource when I’m covering 
stories relating to science and engineering”

Gordon Brown

“Let me start by thanking CaSE for its 

powerful advocacy for science since it 

started back in 1986 as Save British 

Science”



About CaSE

Our mission is to raise the political profile of science and 

engineering by conveying its economic and societal 

importance. 

The strength of our policy advocacy is due to our 
political networks, independent analysis, broad 
membership, and responsiveness.





About CaSE

With such a broad membership, CaSE focuses on 

overarching themes that we believe are important to all 

of our members: 

‒ research funding 

‒ education and skills 

‒ use of scientific evidence in policy-making
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How to persuade a politician?

• Earn their time

trust

credibility

peer pressure

• Persuade the people they listen to

officials

advisors

researchers

party

media

constituents

• Consider their audience

make them look good

enable them to persuade upwards

who do they want to impress

• Once you have their time…

be brief…

and well supported (evidence!)

know what you want…

and what they can do

ACTIONS: feasible, achievable, politically appealing, costed



Earn their time

trust credibility peer pressure



Persuade the people they listen to

Officials





Persuade the people they listen to



Persuade the people they listen to



CaSE secured key concessions to the Government’s proposals for a ‘migrant 

cap’ for workers and students from outside the EU, including:

• The creation of a new exceptional talent route for 1,000 people, which 

includes scientists and engineers. 

• Avoiding cuts to the overall limit on ‘skilled worker’ immigration, to 

allow for forward planning.

• Securing exemptions for PhD-level professionals, and those on the 

Shortage Occupation List, regarding restrictions limiting their length of 

stay in the UK.

• Relaxing the labour market restrictions for advertising PhD-level jobs 

outside the EU.

• Providing new visa routes for visiting professionals, and protecting 

current routes used for research, training and exchange schemes with 

non-EU countries.

Outcomes on immigration policy



Consider their audience

make them look good – show them an angle you know will persuade their party

enable them to persuade upwards – give them the tools for a convincing argument

“Investment in basic research leads to economic growth”



“Investment in science is an investment in our future’’

Chancellor, 26th June 2013
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The power of a unified voice



Consider their audience

Who are they trying to impress?

Treasury ask, ‘what’s the value of the 

marginal pound?’ Or, ‘why should we give 

spare money to you and not them?’ And, 

indeed, ‘why should we take from them to 

give to you?’



The Guardian DataBlog 4/12/12

UK public spending by department 2011-12



The Guardian DataBlog 4/12/12

UK public spending by department 2011-12



So what’s CaSE doing?

European Election

• Letters to all parties with at least one 

MEP - in partnership with EuroScience

• Briefing document on UK and European 

investment in science and engineering

• Publish and comment in public domain



So what’s CaSE doing?

General Election

• CaSE Opinion Forum series – listening 

to members

• Letters to all party leaders

• Briefing documents and clear ‘asks’ 

developed with community

- Research funding

- Education and skills

- Science advice in policy-making

• Publish and comment in public 

domain



Opinion Forum series

Topic Date Format Partner

Collaborator 

meeting

9th Dec 

2013

Roundtable for members Physiological Society

Immigration 24th Jan 

2014

Roundtable with Home Office Fragomen and 

Home Office

Diversity 27th Feb 

2014

7th May 

2014

Roundtable to agree key actions for 

report

Publish report to coincide with 

Government ‘Your Life’ campaign

King’s College 

London

No. 10 cross-

government 

campaigns team

Research funding 30th April

2014

7th May 

2014

Publication report ‘The Economic 

Significance of the UK Science Base’

Panel discussion with Universities 

and Science Minister

Six CaSE members

Dept Business, 

Innovation and Skills

Science advice in 

policy-making

27th June 

2014

Small roundtable with key players 

on advice structures in parliament

British Library, CSaP, 

POST, CSAs etc



Political engagement

CaSE works closely with politicians and advisors from all 

parties as well as government officials to provide information, 

influence thinking, and raise the profile of science and 

engineering. 

In the last three months, CaSE has met with 

• No. 10

• The Deputy Prime Minister’s Office

• HM Treasury

• Department for Education

• The Home Office

• The Department for Business Innovation and Skills

• Ministers and Shadow Ministers for science and for 

education

• Parliamentarians with an interest in STEM



CaSE in the media



UK Science and Innovation Strategy



Contributing to the evidence base



Contributing to the evidence base



Giving evidence



Innovation and science base

Priorities for 2015-20

• Science and engineering at the heart of government ambitions for 

UK’s future

• Long-term strategy for government investment

• Budget set at least in line with inflation

• Much greater scrutiny of cross-government R&D spending

• Huge push to energise young people into science and engineering, to 

meet skills needs

• Migration policy fit for dynamic world-leading research nation

• Huge push on encouraging much greater diversity of people to 

take up science engineering and careers

• Education systems fit for a STEM-skilled nation

• Robust, accountable mechanisms for feeding in and feeding up in 

parliament



650 Members of Parliament

Making the case for science and 

engineering – for everyone



Thank you

sarah@sciencecampaign.org.uk

020 7679 4995

@sciencecampaign / @drsarahmain

www.sciencecampaign.org.uk

How can we work together?


